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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 GABORO 00768 040649Z 
ACTION ORM-02 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 IO-13 ISO-OO DHA-02 AID-05 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 /087 W 

040702Z 047963 /10 

R 3013 10Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9712 
INFO AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS GABORONE 0768 


E.O.l 1652 N/A 
TAGS SREF, OAU, BC 

SUBJECT OAU REFUGEE OFFICIAL VISITS BOTSWANA 

1 . MR. DINGA ELIE, DIRECTOR OF THE OAU'S BUREAU FOR PLACEMENT 
AND EDUCATION OF AFRICAN REFUGEES (BPEAF), VISITED BOTSWANA 
FOR A WEEK IN LATE FEBRUARY TO ASSESS REFUGEE SITUATION HERE 

AND DEVELOP ASSISTANCE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE OAU. IN GABORONE, 
HE MET WITH GOB OFFICIALS AND RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN REFUGEES. 
LATER, HE VISITED FRANCISTOWN WHERE HE TOURED THE REFUGEE TRANSIT 
CAMP. 

2. IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE DAILY NEWS, ELIE TERMED THE REFUGEE 
PROBLEM HERE "SERIOUS” AND SAID "ALL THE OAU COUNTRIES" 

SHOULD ASSIST BOTSWANA. ACCORDING TO ARTICLE. HE STATED (WITHOUT 
PROMISING) THAT ANGLOPHONE AFRICAN NATIONS "COULD ABSORB" THE 
ENGLISH SPEAKING REFUGEE STUDENTS NOW IN BOTSWANA. ELIE ALSO 
CLAIMED THAT RHODESIAN REFUGEESH HAD TOLD HIM THAT THE SMITH 
REGIME IS FORCING PEOPLE TO JOIN THE NEWLY FORMED ZIMBABWE 
UNITED PEOPLE'S ORGANIZATION. 

3. FOR LIBREVILLE: ELIE S REPORT IS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THIS 
YEAR'S OAU SUMMIT IN LIBREVILLE. WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING 
A COPY SHOULD IT BECOME AVAILABLE. 
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